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MEDICAL SERVICE IN THE U33R's FAR 1JOKTH

Meditsinskiy Rebotnik, Ao Saronov,

No 2b (1248), Moceoy,
23 Mar 1954

<T, Div of Ri~rad The racutic
and Prophyloctic Institutions,
Min of Public Health RSFSR

The _>rty and the govern:
development of the eccnomy of +
being and cultural standards of
Soviet authorities have charnpged
such an extent that it ig
and fishing artels have be

- QU paying 2 great deal of attention to the
Far tlorth, and o raising the material well-
“he peoples living there. Over the vears, the
the appearance cf this vact: berder region to
hardly recognizable. Kolkhozes, tranping stations,
en supplied with the most moderp machines and devices
vwhich not only make the work easier, but sharply increage wrodustivity as well.
Throughout the broad s¥panse of the norihern lends, 2 vest network of schools,
hospitals, kindergartens, nurserles, and village reading - oon
and, at the same time, many houses have been tuilt.

)

105 been set up

Before the October R
stations in all the citie

evolutionr, there were only 7 has:

s ana 25 {eldsher
s and large villazes of the Fa- | Thes

= T 1236 vere .
staffed by 11 physleians and &5 feldshers. There vore no specialized thera-~
peutic institutions. lispensaries, os mate:aity homes. As a resu

1%, epidenics,
roverty, and famine took a large toll of Luman lives.

During the Soviet regime, about 200 hespltals, & signif
medical aid stations for ambulatory patients, about 1,00
stations, and 12 specialized dispensaries with facilitie or the prolonged
treatment of pPatients have beer cstablished in the »~~*uaus national okrues.
In addition, dozens of maternity homes, 450 permanent and seasonal children's
nurseries, sanitary-epidemniologieal stations, malaria ¢
bulance stations

SORLLLNT, QU Lz -l-
[literally. sanitary-aviation stations | are operating.

eniiicant number of
C feldslher-midwife
5

Every year, the guvernment allots lar
new therapeutic institutions.
bensaries containing elmost 1,000 veds vegan to operate benween 1945 ang 1953,
A significant mumber of medical snstitutions wvere 2ls0 set up in Krasnoyarsk
and Khabarovsk krays and Tyumen® and other ablasis

5o

ge auounts for the censtruction of

In the Yakuusk ASSR. 28 Lospitals and dis -

The air-ambulance stations have lLeen of areal impoctance in furniching
medical service to vecple living in reuote regions Durins the year, the
specialists from these ctations alone perfornmed avout 500 surgical operations
and treated more then 27,000 perzons. Mare “han 2,200 paticnts were flowvm to
okrug and oblast centers.

In addition to the rermuaner® “orwork of vhecaneutic prophyloss e Poeb iy
tions, mobile medical detachnents consisting of a physician and tuo interrediate
medical workers have been created in recent years, Theiy rain funetieon i
vide medical service to the noradic rveipdeoer herders, who travel with the o
herds. They ai-c carry ou. vrophylinctic survey In tha iba
tional Oktrug, two such medieal detachmen
during the past year., They record all
whatever treatment is necessary. The physicians of the lenets liatiomai Okrug
have stecessfully established a dispensary method of Secving their peogle.
Specialists from the Amdermingk Rayon Hospital virited the reindeer kolkhozes;
also, brigades equipped with X-ray upparatus and a clinico-diesnostic labors-
tory traveled through the region. The physicians investisate
health of more than 200 pers .ns and studied the working and Living conditions
of the people living in the kolkhores.

Feansisa lae
ined more than 5,000 Dersons
inutances of illuesses and organize

ts exa

the state of

L
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Numerous Eroups of physiciany myg Interncdioue nedical workers preserve

. the health of the population in the o florth.  Fhysielans M. A. Fedorovich,

’ - M. Yakimanova, A. F, Aleszandrov, ang v, H. Sokolova have worked in this

Tield fér 20 years, A. A. Korolev, Meriterious Physician cf the RSFSR, has
. directed the Nes* Hedical Sector for 22 Jears.  Experienced public heaich
leagers such as P. T, Moskovkin, Henq of the Yamalo-Nenetvs Nationel Okrug

- Heafth Division, ang M, A, 80 erg, Head of the Henetr National Okrug Health

K Division, both of vhom are native o Lhe region, have come Lo prominence.

R However, in 4 numnelr of +he natonal -«
- the medicnl Service is not 2dequate 1o 3g1,
u"lf.!f'e_. Since there are SUIL no okrug hoszltals in the Aginsk Buryat Hongol
and joryak national okrugs, the village, zayon, and seetor icspltals are de-
s Prived of necessary orranizational and tethedelopical Sufdance.

“uzs and rayons of the Fer Horth
i1 the present nceds of the pop-

Some of the fayon hosvitals ape B2t I a position Lo furnish the peopla
- with specializeq medical care in the rar Ffuid& of clinical medicineg, For
- example, in the Kovynk Mationad Okrvg, cach g * hospital has only about
ten beds. This is not envuili e asiablian :ary basic departments.

)

Ancther sericug deficiency 15 the anderdevelopment of the specialized
- dispensary network. In the iy Turyat Monoeol Heneta, and Yamalo-llenetsk
. national okrugs theye- e onn waries, and in the Tayriyr!
e and Khanty Mar -2 ysx ratiosnal srmatovenerolopical dis-
Pensaries,

The leaders of some of the kray, oblast, and okrug.divisions of the pub ~
lic health service are still reluctant to deeige definitely what +he field of
actiyity of the air<ambulanee 3ystem should va, They have not organized air-
ambuluance ctations -+ the various reyon hocyitels and are still nob making
Tull use of aviation as a means of providing specialized medical care to the
rural population.

The problenm of cadres ‘g, likewys

. fer {rom being solved. The present
coatlract system of dicpatching wnad a;

bicing medical workers vithin the
4 turaover of the medical
liorth, thore !s vearly
and jy ightly less for inter-

national okrugs makes it LGDOscibie tu avora
Personnel in the cadres.  In the iayons o)
turnover or physicians of almust ne U g
medicte medical workers, (s, nal fas oo bad influence on the quality

. of therapeutic ang Prophylact e activity, I1{ also hinders the detailed study

- of the working ang living conditions of the beople and of the causes of the

. most widespread diseases and dalng e development and execution of the com-
Plex of sanitation measures. One so~had of solving this problem is to train
nevbers of the Lloeal moRulation as mogics) cadres, However, the native in-
habitants of the rayons of the Fa Nerth are g:111 not attracted to the
medical instituteg anu feldsher -midwjfe gzhools, One of the reasons for this
is the absencc or boarding and residential facilities for students at a num-
ber of the Siberian and Fap Zastern Instifuter, The public health organi -

. zations ~hould make it their business rc cotablish dormitories for thig pur -

o Posc at the educational instztutions.

There is another Ereat deficlency in thuo wapk of the cadres, The rhysi-

b cians, feldshers, ang narses rarely gather + sether for meetinss, conferences,
10-day Drograms, or seminars, Because there s no Jrgantzed exchange of ex-
perignce, the specialists from the kray, ¢biast. and okrug hosvitals give

. little assistance to young doctors engaged In practical work. lior, as a rule,

i are the young doctors sent to advanced training an? ~necialization courses for
physicians because, in tche mijority of cases, they will only be working in the
national okrugs for about 3 years,
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The leaders of the local public health or¢anizations have made little use
of such a proven means of educating medical workers as the sending of brigades
of srecialists from the oblast or okrug centers to the rayon and sector hospl-
tals in order to train the physicians at thece local institutions in various
related fields, This would indeed raise the quality of therapeutlc and pro-
prhylactle work, make speclalized medical assistance more accessible to the peo-
ple, and guarantee the interchangeatility or physicians., This should be done
to the extent that a surgeon could take the place of a gynecologist, or a
therapist that of a pediatrician, ard vice-versa.

The medical and sclentific-research institutes could be of great assis-~
tance to the physicisas of the Far North in their daily activities. Unfor-
tunately, little is being done at ovresent. 1o work has been done on regional
pathology, more effective methods of treating and preventing tre various
diseases vhich are due to local conditions, immunization problems, vitemin
requirement norms for both indigenous and transient inhebitants of these
regions, proper diet, special blood transfusion vroblems, and a number of
other ratters.

N

All these problems will have to be solved by the combined efforis of the
Ministry of Public Health RSFSR and the public health organizations of the
autonomous republics, rays, and oblasts of the Far ilorth.
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